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1 Timothy 2:8-15 No: 27 Week:229 Friday 4/12/09

Prayer
Lord God, I offer my all to You in worship. I seek to honour you with the fruit my mind, sing to You with the
melody of my heart, speak with You from the depths of my soul, praise You with every fibre of my strength,
and exult You with my eager spirit. This is my praise and this is my heart, O Lord my God.  Bless me, I pray,
in my praise, AMEN

Prayer Suggestions
Prayer ideas

As you talk to different people today, make each topic of conversation into a silent prayer

On-going prayers

 Pray for pioneering scientists. Pray for the teaching of science and the resources given over to
this in schools, colleges and universities

 Give thanks for the work of security forces that keep us safe
 Pray for the stability of the world’s financial services sector

Meditation

I heard the Lord say;
‘Child, your simple faith will make you whole.’
I said ‘Thank You’ and did my very best;
But it was soon obvious that I needed help.

I heard the Lord say;
‘Child, I will strengthen you if you will trust me.’
I said ‘Thank You’ and strived to do His will;
But I was fruitful only with the help of the Spirit.

I heard the Lord say;
‘Child, my love will invigorate your soul.’
I said ‘Thank You’ and wondered how;
Until I yielded to that love and turned from sin.

I heard the Lord say;
‘Child, my patience towards you will never end.’
I said ‘Thank You’, being sure of His company.
I knew where we would go now we had walked a little.

Bible passage – 1 Timothy 2:8-15
8 I would like men to pray everywhere, holding up holy hands without argument or dissent. 9

In the same way, women should present themselves with modesty and decency, and dress
themselves with good sense, not with elaborate hairstyles, or with gold, pearls, or expensive
clothes; 10 but with those good deeds which are fitting for a woman who claims to be religious.
11 A woman should learn quietly with all obedience, 12 and I allow no woman to teach or have
authority over a man but must remain quiet. 13 Adam was indeed formed first, then Eve, 14

and Adam was not led astray, but the woman was deceived and became the one who sinned;
15 but she will be saved through bearing children, if they remain in faith, love and holiness,
with self-control.
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Bible Study

Review

This is an awkward passage of Scripture! Here, Paul appears to express views that subordinate women,
and this subject has become a source of great contention within almost every church; the passage is used to
justify rejecting the teaching ministry of women in church. It seems to argue that women are secondary in
God’s creation (2:13,14), and this appears insurmountable for anyone who might wish to suggest a different
way of understanding the text.  However, this study challenges this traditional view because it is not
consistent with the rest of scripture, which teaches that men and women are equal in God’s sight.  I have
concluded that what Paul is describing here is a special instance in the life of the church, and once we
understood this, the full meaning of the passage will become clear.

For example, Genesis 2 does not suggest that a man has a priority over his wife before God; indeed, it says
that a man must make the greater sacrifice by leaving ‘his father and mother (to) cling to his wife, and they
become one flesh’ (Gen 2:24).  This scripture expresses the unity of man and woman in the image of God
(see Gen 1:27) and it is a deep mystery of God (Eph 5:32).  In addition, the New Testament witnesses that
all are saved through faith in Christ alone, whether male or female, slave or free (see Gal. 3:28 etc.).  The
idea of women being saved ‘through childbirth’ (2:15) refers back to the curse of the fallen world described in
Genesis 3:14-19, and not God’s perfect world order.  It would be utterly scandalous to suggest that women
are saved in any other way than through the death and resurrection of Christ, so we must conclude that in
this text, Paul quotes Genesis not to describe how women are saved, but to make a point about family
responsibilities.

In order to understand this passage we must picture ourselves back in Paul’s day, and imagine what it was
like for men and women to worship God in the first century, for throughout 1 Timothy, Paul instructs Timothy
about how to deal with what happened in the life of the church.

Firstly, for cultural rather than religious reasons, men and women were separated for worship as in a Jewish
synagogue, with the worship led from where the men gathered. So when the men prayed, listened to
Scripture and heard it expounded, their wives gathered separately, and without hearing what was going on in
the men’s meeting, they would have conversed. Now when the church began to grow, many women were
filled with the Holy Spirit, and the result was that the women began to teach other women about what had
happened to them.  Sometimes, the controversy could cause some noise (see also 1 Cor 14:34f.)!

If you read what Paul says here in 1 Timothy with this picture in mind, it is clear that he was opposing this
state of affairs.  Indeed, he says that women should present themselves for worship like men (2:9,10) without
regard to fashion.  Secondly, women should learn with their husbands, not separately from them (2:12), and
they should do so like the men, quietly and with ‘all obedience’ (2:11).  Thirdly, there should be no need for
noise if all worshipped together (2:12).  Lastly, I suggest that what Paul was seeking was to avoid the
situation where the separate teaching of women by women was given more prominence than the exposition
of Scriptures in the assembly, conducted normally in that culture, by men (2:12).  His aim was not to prevent
women from teaching or being given authority to teach, but having a situation where the teaching of anyone
was held in regard ‘over’ and above another. Scripture testifies to the authority of what is taught lying in the
Word, and not the teacher. The one who teaches exercises a gift and was responsible for it, as we will
discover in reading the rest of 1 Timothy. Certainly, if we assume that teaching is a matter of exercising
authority by anyone, we have forsaken a Biblical model of teaching for a worldly one!

Paul undoubtedly asks women to be quiet and learn with submission, but this is hardly different from what he
would say to men if they were making a noise and not listening to the preached word of God.  By saying all
this to women because of the cultural conditions of the day, what Paul says sound chauvinist to us today, but
I do not believe that this was his intention.  Paul’s main point is that what happens in church should be
‘without argument and dissent’ (1:8).

If you wish to discover more about the subject of women in the church, then please check out my studies on
Ephesians 5:21f. and 1 Corinthians 11:1f.

Discipleship

Questions (for use in groups)
1. What is your opinion about whether women should be allowed to preach in the pulpit of a church?
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2. In the light of this passage of scripture, are there any conditions attached to men and women being
equal in the sight of God?

3. Discuss whether you agree with the author’s opinion that Paul was advocating the removal of
barriers in worship rather than creating them.

Topics covered by this text
 Worship in the church
 The place of women in worship
 Submission and teaching in the church

Personal comments by author
As I write this commentary today, I am aware that there are some who sincerely believe that women should
have no place in church leadership.  I have to say that whilst I began my Christian life with some sympathy
for such opinions, every time I have delved into the scriptures used to justify such arguments, I find they do
not say what some want them to say.  As a man, I therefore feel deeply uneasy about the heritage of male
domination in the church, and the uneasy and sometime embarrassing attempts by some to say that banning
women from leadership is not really ‘domination’.  It is, and we need to accept that sometimes our ‘plain’
reading Scripture can lead us into error, not truth, and we must dig deeper.

Ideas for exploring discipleship
 What view does your church take on the role of women in leadership or preaching in the church?

Pray fervently for the church because it is severely split over this.

 Submit your own feelings about this passage to the Lord, whether you are a man or a woman, and
allow God to reveal His will about these issues.

Final Prayer
Jesus, be our guide. Help us understand how Your grace has worked throughout past years; touch us with
Your loving hand as we work through the joys and trials of the present; and give us confidence in You for the
future You have prepared for us. Thank You Jesus;  AMEN
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